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RFI FORUM SET
FOR MAY 16 MEETING

One of the most devious enemies of
hams will be isolated and examined
at our next NARS meeting. This
enemy is not the 1lady down the
street who can't watch Dynasty due
to intermittent snow and noise on
the TV or the neighborhood
audiophile whose 1000 watt stereo is
picking up CQ in the quiet passages
of~His* "MoEart,. This enemy is
inherent to how we communicate and
is called radio frequency interfer-
ence; RFI.

When we don't follow guidelines to
reduce spurious RF energy, our
signal can get into anything.
Sometimes it can be frustrating and
other times it Jjust takes a few
steps to eliminate the interference
problems. The May meeting will focus
on the sources of and reasons for
RFI and on the investigation of RFI
problems by the FCC. Ken, W5BKK,
who writes the RFI column for our
newsletter, has invited several
experts to address the RFI issues.

Charlie White, W5LPU, of the con-
sulting firm of Lockard, White and
Joseph, will discuss RFI and why it
exists. Also two representatives
from the local FCC district office
(names unknown at deadline) will
discuss how the FCC relates to us
and the public on RFI matters. If
your neighbor reports you, what
happens next? Can you expect
support from the FCC? Come to the
meeting and you will hear how the
FCC deals with RFI problems.

This meeting promises to be very
interesting and on a subject that
affects us all. Don't miss it!

NARS meets at 8 p.m.
Creek EMS building, 16650 Sugar Pine
Lane, one block east of Kuykendahl
and two blocks south of FM 1960.
Come early, bring a friend, and have
a great time!

at the Cypress

NEW NOVICE PRIVILEGES PROPOSED

On April 30, the FCC released its

notice of proposed rule making
(NPRM), the ARRL inspired novice
enhancement proposal. The NPRM
proposes new novice privileges to

include CW, digital, and SSB modes
on the 10-meter, 220MHz and 1240MHz
bands. Output level 1limits vary
according to bands involved. The
full text of the NPRM will appear in
June QST. Copies of the NPRM PR
Docket 86 161 may be obtained from
ARRL HQ for an SASE and two units of
first class postage.

FIELD DAY SHAPING UP
AS AN EXCITING TIME

The ARRL Field Day operates on local
time from 1 p.m. Saturday, June 28
to 1 p.m. Sunday, June 29. We have
generators, RV trailers, Kenwoods,
Icoms, verticals, horizontals,
coaxes, coffee and great fellowship.
There will be more details in the
June newsletter about field day plus
the June NARS meeting will be on
contest and message handling
operating procedures.

Help will be needed with equipment
the Friday before the field day and
operators are needed for all time
slots. It's going to be fun.
Contact Tom, KAS5YSB, at 583-2661 for
scheduling yourself on the team.

KODAK BIKE RIDE
SCHEDULED FOR MAY 18

Volunteers are still needed for the
1986 Kodak Liberty Ride. The
bicycle 1ride is a national fund
raising event for the Statue of
Liberty. After the ride, which
starts and ends in the Astrodome,
there is a concert and 1later an
Astro baseball game for entrants.
The bicycle ride is from 10 a.m. to
4 p.m., Sunday May 18. If you want
to help, contact Kurt, WASBBW,
462-0195.



FROM THE PRESIDENT
by KEN HARLAN, KAS5AKG

As we look about us
constantly struck by one thing -
change. NARS is no exception. We
are not yet a year old and already
we bid farewell to two of our
founding members. Dee Logan, W1HEO,
is departing our midst for a new
career in Dayton, Ohio where ham
fever is high. Dee was a catalyst
and reservoir of experience and
energy who <catapulted NARS into
existence. Aside from being the
first editor of our news letter he
was ‘a prime mover in getting the
club's novice <class under way.
While his advice and spirit will be
missed at our gatherings we hope to
hear his voice and his fist on the
air. We wish the best to Dee and
his family in their adventure in
Dayton.

today we are

Another of our Charter members, Jim
Stephenson, WS5KMN, proved he can
sell houses in Houston now and so is
packing his station off to retire in
the piney woods of East Texas. 1If
Jim can get an antenna above those
tall pines, maybe we'll still be
able to get some advice from him on
what not to do during field day this
June. We also wish Jim and his
family well in the solitude on the
shore of Lake Palestine.

But on the other side of change we
welcome aboard four new members this

month: Chris, WBSITT; Norman,
K8ANZ; Carlos, KD5ZK; and Ron,
N5BHF. For these and those who may

have forgotten, we would surely like
to hear from you through the survey
you received last month in the mail
or at the meeting. Your desires
make our plans.

TREASURER REPORT FROM NS5DRM
UPGRADE INFO

The NARS bank account currently
shows a balance of $913.49 according
to treasurer Dick, N5DRM.

NARS congratulates David Gaines,
N3IWF, Paul Pacior, KA5PUD, and Tom
Roraback, KA5YSB, on their upgrade
to General Class. Good show guys!

RFI NOTES #3: FCC
by KEN EDINBORGH, WS5BKK

In recent times the budget for the
Federal Communications Commission
has been lowered to a point at which
they have difficulty operating as
they once did. This affects the ham
community in that we are expected to
police ourselves through the ARRL
Field Service. It also means that
the investigation of ham interfer-
ence to television, telephones, and
audio equipment must be left primar-
ily to us. The FCC may send you a
notice of interference reported by
your neighbor, naming you as a
suspect. Should this happen and you
are unable to resolve it, your next
recourse is to appeal to the NARS
Interference Committee for help. We
will then contact the complainant
and the FCC in order to determine
the truth of the matter. If
possible we will help determine if
the fault lies with your equipment
or the equipment of the neighbor and

act accordingly. If you  have
received such a notice or have had a
verbal complaint, please 1let the

The FCC cannot help
matters until you
effort to help

committee know.
you with these
have made an
yourself.

THE NARS NETS

HF Channel - We had an excellent
time on the 15-meter net on April
21. Several Tomball hams joined to
up check-ins to ten. The following
week we had eight locals plus three
others from the states of TN, AL,
and OH. The net is on for about 30
minutes and is an informal ragchew
with a Net Control to allow everyone
a chance to talk. The net 1is at
7:30 p.m. Mondays on 21.350MHz.

VHF Channel - The 2-meter informal
net 1is a good source for club
information. As a reminder, it ;s
back to Wednesday night. It..is
followed by the NARS Emergency net.
Time is 8 p.m. local time on the
145.430MHz machine.

[  —————— e
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APRIL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS

Wires, marconis, cubes, quads,
Yagis; we discussed them all at the
NARS April meeting. Bob, N5AER,
introduced the antenna panel of Rod,
WASWCY, Kirby, K7WOC, and Dee,
W1HEO. Each member addressed a
different aspect of antennas.

Rod talked about wire antennas. He
started out on dipoles with some
basic information such as a dipole
requires 72 ohms feed line and an
inverted Vee requires 58 ohms feed
line. Wire antennas can load up on
several bands, too. For instance a
40 meter antenna can load up on 15
meters, 80 on 10, etc.

Kirby presented the argument of the
quad versus the Yagi. Basically he
said the quad outperforms the Yagi
on a per element basis but this
performance is partially offset by
the mechanical complexity of this
antenna. Another point Kirby
brought out was the hy-gain
multi-band quad, a commercially made
antenna, is good but performs poorly
on 10 and 15 meters due to the
element spacing. A spider quad is
better since it compensates for
spacing on all bands. Kirby recom-
mends for those interested in quads
to read Bill Orr's book on cubical
quads.

The third member of the panel, Dee,
related to the group the "care and
feeding" of Yagis. The following
are "Uncle Dee's" six points for
maintenance of Yagis.

1. Weatherproof of antenna - shellac
2. Use conducting grease on aluminum
3. Use stainless steel hardware

4. Use silicone sealant or grease

5. Clean traps once a year by taking
"critters" that have made their home
in your traps

6. Record SWR curves when you first
assemble and put up your antenna.
Review these curves periodically to

detect if there is a movement
suggesting maintenance or adjust-
ment.

NARS BULLETIN BOARD

o NARS is considering the merits of

sponsoring a flea market. Input
is needed on type of market,
location, time, etc. Any ideas
call Ken, KASAKG.

o Use of a 440MHz repeater is

offered by Mark, K5YPU. The
repeater is mounted at 500' on
445,31MHz. For more info contact
K5YPU,.

o NARS NETS Coordinators
2-meter - Wed. 8 p.m., 145.430MHz
(Bud, KA6JDT)
2-meter Emergency net - Follows
Wed. night net (Dick, NS5DRM)
15-meter - Mon. 7:30 p.m. 21.350
MHz (Jim, NS5SFIX; May NC-Joe,
NS5HWU)

o NARS now ARRL affiliated as #2120

o NARS 1is conducting a contest to
establish an official club 1logo
for use on a banner, correspon-
dence, patches, etc. The selec-
tion of an emblem is important as

it will identify NARS not only
within our group but to the
public. Members are invited to

submit a drawing or sketch of
their proposed logo to Bob, NS5AER,
by the June 20 general meeting.
The winner will receive a 1986
ARRL Handbook! No matter how
humble you think your artistic
skills are, submit a design. You
may be a winner!

ADS

Kenwood TS-930S (no tuner) with 16
memories and 10Hz display. $825
plus shipping from Groesbeck, TX.
Call Ken, W5BKK, 376-7660.

FT101B w/fan, exc. cond.
$345. Call Stan, KOIQH, 320-9262.

(Advertisements of equipment and
accessories are free to NARS
members. Submit prior to first of
the month or «call the editor).

Yaesu

FOR INFORMATION ABOUT NARS, PLEASE
CALL KEN EDINBORGH, WS5BKK, 376-7660.
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