~ NARS NEWS

The Northwest Amateur Radio Society

September 1986

PACKET RADIO WILL BE PRESENTED
AT SEPT. 19 MEETING

The latest technology to hit the ham
arena is Packet Radio. QST magazine
says, "Packet Radio activity is
increasing so fast and furiously
that even an on-line data base could
scarcely keep track of it. Over
18,000 Packet systems have been sold
already."

We now have the first published book

devoted exclusively to Packet, "Get
Connected to Packet Radio," by Jim
Grubbs, KO9EI. Prices on TNCs
(terminal node controllers) have
been dropping steadily and are

already into the second generation
with prices in the $100-$200 range.
Basically all you need to be on
Packet is a TNC, a radio, a computer

with printer and/or CRT, and commu-
nication software.
The benefits of Packet are impres-

sive (QST Sept86):
1. Speed-Upwards of 1200 wpm on 2
meters
2. Accuracy-If you receive it, it's
perfect
3. Easy to learn to use
4. Suitable in noisy environments
5. Provides written transcript of
traffic
6. Reduces writing and typing
7. Efficient frequency utilization
8. Auto digipeating-any station can
be a digipeater
9. Portable-small
ready to go
10. Builetin-board capability
11. Independent from the radio it's
used on

station size

A1l of this should really pigque your
interest. Walter, WDS5GAZ, and Mike,
KASLUD, will set up two Packet
stations, one mobile and one fixed.
They will explain in easy terms what
Packet is all about. You don't want
to miss this meeting.

AUGUST MEETING NOTES

August meeting was about Senior Road
Tower, presented by Bill Cordell,
WASKXG, engineer in charge. It took
18 trucks of antenna parts and
sections. The tower weighs 680
tons. The guy wires weigh 10 tons
apiece. Nine-inch <coax cables are
used. The FM antenna itself broad-
casts 5-6 FM radio stations simulta-
neously.. .NARS NETS are being
utilized well despite summer dis-
tractions. The HF net activity 1is
down a lot with 4-6 check-ins. The
VHF net is around 8-14 check-ins.
With Fall approaching, activity is
expected to increase on both
nets...DOOR PRIZE won by Dick
Turner, KBS5AKK. The prize, a coax
cable stripper, was donated by Texas
Comm Center, 4120-A Directors Row,
Houston...KEN, WH5BKK, was awarded a
"do0ll" award for his efforts during
the 1986 ARRL Field Day contest.
The doll figure is about 6" high
seated at a ham table complete with
radio, computer and headphones,
white hair, and 1looking a lot 1like
Ken! Ev Haines, KAS5VIZ, and A. J.
his XYL, were responsible for having
it made up.

AUGUST BOARD MEETING

Board meeting held Aug. 8 at Lincoln

Foundation...Two new committees
formed and assigned: Nominating
committee members are Dick, W5VHN,
and Joe, KDb5KR. Election of new

set for Nov. Awards
committee: Bob, NSAER; Paul WB5DBT;
and Jack, FKASDNP. Awards will be
given at the annual banquet sked for
Jan. '87...HAM COM we do parking
(Jim, N5SFIX); Transmitter Hunt
(Henry, N5HF); Flea Market (Stan,
KOIQH) two tables - contact Stan, if
you have items, at 320-9262...Novice
class will begin in Jan...Artwork
will begin on new logo... de N5SFIX

officers is



FROM THE PRESIDENT
by KEN HARLAN, KASAKG
gleaned from

As most of you have

QST, the ARRL 1is very concerned
about the decline in Novice
Licensees and most particularly

those who are dropping out after
only taking the first step. The
ARRL is attempting to do something
about this decline by proposing
drastic "enhancement"” of Novice
privileges on the air. You may

refer to the June 1986 QST for more
about this. But is this the real
answer or does it 1lie at our door-
step?

What's the next step after acquiring
a Novice license? This step may be
across a small ditch or the giant
chasm of selecting equipment and
setting up a station, erecting a
workable antenna, or making those
first dozen or so contacts. We can
be the bridge builders.

The program presently being consid-
ered in NARS is three-fold...

-~ One on one assistance through a
cadre of advisors or Elmers,

- Special Novice meetings to concen-
trate on the needs of Novices,

- A Novice or slow speed code net to
assist in getting on the air and
developing operating confidence.

If you have any other ideas please
let us know. We'll pass on the
particulars as they develop.

assis-

Are you a Novice in need of

tance? Let us know and we'll try to
help. Are you an experienced Ham
willing to 1lend a handg? Consider

becoming an Elmer and assisting our
newcomers.

Regardless of where you are situated
on this matter, Jjoin wus at the
regular meeting September 19, enjoy
the fellowship, and hear an inter-
esting presentation on Packet Radio.
FOR INFORMATION ABOUT NARS, PLEASE
CALL KEN EDINBORGH, WS5BKK, 376-7660.

RFI NOTE #7
by KEN EDINBORGH, W5BKK

The RFI committee was asked to help
a fellow ham who was interfering
with his own TV and whose family, in
turn, was threatening to interfere
with his ham activities.

Ron and I discussed this problem on
the telephone before an actual visit
to his house. He had been on cable
but found that unsatisfactory and
erected a TV antenna. The system
did not seem to have adequate
sensitivity so a preamplifier was
added which did the trick. Ron had
not been active on the ham bands
during this period.

He did resume activity at a later
date and it became evident that he
was interfering on all channels of
the TV set, whether on HF or VHF. I
hope you remember that all-channel
interference means front end over-
load of the TV receiver. However,
the front end in this case is in the
preamplifier and Ron and I agreed
that the preamp was the problem.

convinced that a
preamplifier should have been
necessary considering the distance
(35 miles) from the transmitting
antennas and the height of those
antennas. The system included an
adaptor and a splitter to several
sets with a VHF-UHF splitter on each
set -- many sources of ©potential
trouble.

I was not

We decided to strip the whole system
of all but one TV and a new 1length
of high quality twin 1lead with no
preamplifier. This resulted in a
beautiful picture and no ham inter-
ference! Ron 1is adding back the
rest of the system, piece by piece,
and will eventually find the offend-
ing member.

You might wonder how long and with
what difficulty this solution would
have been reached, had the complain-
ant been a hostile neighbor!



NARS BULLETIN BOARD

© NARS meets the third Friday of

each month at the Cypress Creek
EMS building, 16650 Sugar Pine
Lane, one block east of
Kuykendahl and two blocks south

of FM 1960. Time: 8 p.m.
Eyeball QSO's start about 7:30
p.m.

o BREAKFAST EYEBALL QSO - Every
Saturday 8:30 a.m. at Uncle Tom's
Kitchen, 17500 Ruykendahl.
Informal ragchew.

o OCTOBER MEETING - Tom Smith, UHF

© NARS NETS Coordinators

l15meter - MONDAY 7:30 p.m.
21.350 MHz (Jim, NSFIX)
40meter - TUESDAY 8:00 p.m.
7.145 MHz (Ken, WS5BKK)
2meter - WEDNESDAY 8:00 p.m.

145.43 MHz (Bud, KA6JDT)

O CONGRATS to new Technician Class
Ed Hinds, KB5AEL, the first of
the NARS Novice course members to
upgrade.

NEW NARS NET ANNOUNCED

Announcement has been made of a new
NARS NET to meet each Tuesday night
at 8 p.m. local time at 7.145 MHz.
It will be a slow speed c.w. net.
According to Ken, WSBRKK, 40-meter
Net Coordinator, this new activity
is designed to encourage new novice
participation in c¢.w. net operation;
also invited are all who are inter-
ested in bettering their c.w.
proficiency in prep for upgrading.

NARS ROSTER NOW TOTALS 104

Please welcome the
NARS members:

following new

101. Clarence Comer, W5VTX
102. Larry Thompson, WASNOU
103. Roland Wright, KAS5SRF
104. Brian Donohoo, W5JVR

W1HEO ANTENNA PARTY &
THE MAGNIFICENT SEVEN

"There's something sad about taking
down your antennas and packing to
move," remarked Dee, W1HEO, at his
recent farewell antenna party.

Seven NARS volunteers helped Dee
prepare for his move to Dayton,
Ohio, where he is now in a new job
with Philips Industries and antici-
pating a move into a new home in
October.

On hand for the festivities were:
Ev Haines, RA5BVIZ; Dick Combs,
NSDRM; Jim Minor, KB5AEJ; Bob Welch,
KES5IC; Ken Harlan, KAS5AKG; Brad
Nelson, WDS5GNI; and Ken Edinborgh,
W5BKK.

Main task was 1lowering a 40-foot
steel tower and digging out a 5 foot
base buried in gumbo. Thanks to a
soaking over several days, the soil
was soft enough to allow popping out
the steel in record time and ad-
journing to lunch and cold drinks.

"I really appreciated the help of my
NARS associates," said Dee, "and
while I'll miss the personal fellow-
ship and the meetings, hope to talk
to many of the members on the air
when I get 'airborne' in Dayton."

W1HEO has joined the Dayton Amateur
Radio Club, which has 600 members
and is world-famous for sponsoring
the Dayton Hamvention each April.
Dee invites NARS members visiting
the 1987 convention in Dayton to let
him know their plans.

"I wish NARS good luck and continued
strong growth," he added. "Contin-
ued sponsorship of Novice classes is
a most important club project, and I
hope that NARS continues to be a
gateway to Amateur Radio for those
in the Northwest Houston area."”
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