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Amateur TV for Houston Programmed for
NARS January 15 Meeting Topic

Grab your remote and plop down in your favorite easy chair for
some decent TV shows for a change. Forget Rosanne or Space
Rangers (new TV show) this is real stuff. At least it will be real
stuff. Right now it’s just a dream that is about to become real right
on your screen.

That’s what this month’s meeting program is all about. Bill
Potter, NSMBM, is president of newly formed group of hams ready
to promote amateur TV in the South Texas area. The group is
called the Houston Amateur Television Society HATS.

Bill is bringing some television gear and video examples of what
is possible. He will explain what is planned for ham TV in this area
in 1993.

Just to give you some enticing advertisement (what’s TV without
a commercial, right?). The group will first install a first class TV
repeater at 2000 feet linking 23 and 70 cm bands. This will offer
TV at low and high power operating levels.

Then at least three channels will be offered such as NASA
Select, a local weather channel and specific local ham programming
such as a NARS meeting. How about that!

Now the best part of all this is once activated you can receive
ham TV with just a cable-ready TV or VCR, a pre-amp (optional)
and then just tune in to Channels 57-60. Of course you can buy or
build your own ATV receiver and transceiver for more fun.

"ATV has unlimited possibilities,” according to Potter. "For all
this to happen though we need to put up an ATV repeater and that
means we need everyone’s help,” he said. A key organization
meeting for the group will be held January 20, 7 p.m. at the Hewlitt
Packard Building, 2001 West Loop South, conference room.

If you’re unable to make the NARS meeting (perish the thought)
and you have questions you can contact Scott Byrd, NSKEU, NARS
representative to the group.

But let’s assume you will be here this month to see what’s going
on so be ready to click your remote to whatever is on ham TV
tonight. Come early Friday and enjoy some eyeball QSOing and
then the program. See you there!

NARS Calendar

--- plan now !

Jan. 15 - Regular monthly
NARS membership meeting at
the Cypress Creek Emeergency
Center - 7:30 PM.

Jan. 16 - V. E. License Exam
session at Tomball Community
Center - 8:30 AM.

Jan. 23 - NARS Annual Awards
Banquet at Strack Farms
Restaurant. Social hour - 6:30
PM. & dinner @ 7:00.

Jan. 24 - Houston Tenneco
Marathon Sunday morning.

Feb. 6-7 - 10/10 SSB Contest

Feb. 12 - NARS Directors
meeting - Lakewood Forest
Fund Office - 7:30 PM.

Feb. 18 - NARS Noice/Tech
class begins at Prince of Peace
Catholic Community - 7:00 PM.

Feb. 19 - Regular monthly
NARS membership meeting at
the Cypress Creek Emergency
Center - 7:30 PM.

Feb. 20 - V. E. License Exam
session at Tomball Community
Center - 83:30 AM.

Mar. 12- NARS Directors
meeting - Lakewood Forest
Fund Office - 7:30 PM.




NARS Novice/Technician Class is
Set for 1993

Beginning February 18, 1993, NARS will
again offer a license preparation course directed
at the Novice and Technicial classes. The course
will continue for 12 weeks on Thursday evenings
from 7:00 to 9:30 PM. It will be held at the
samd facility we have used for several years, the
second floor classroom in the Educational
Building of the Prince of Peace Catholic
Community, 19222 Tomball Parkway (FM 249)
in Houston. The church is located about one
mile north of FM 1960 near the intersection of
Perry Road and Tomball Parkway.

Cost of the course will be $10 and registration
may be made at the door or in advance through
Ken Harlan, KASAKG. Checks should be made
payable to NARS. The text for the course will be
"Now You're Talking" published by the ARRL
and we expect to have them available through the
class.

If you have friends or associates who may be
interested, please make them aware of the course.
Anyone interested in assisting with the course or
Elmering new Hams should also contact Ken to
see how to get tuned in. One of the new
approaches to be used for the "93 course is to
invite students to try a license exam at one of our
VE sessions as soon as they think they are ready.
We need your help to get them ready and on the
air.

Don’t forget

NARS ANNUAL AWARDS
BANQUET

Saturday, January 23, 1993
Strack Farms Restraunt
5707 Louetta Rd.

Social @ 6:30 - Dinner @ 7:00

For selection from a menu including bar-b-que,
steak, and chicken it’s $15 each with a cash bar
For reservations

- see Ed Russell, KB5QLX, (288-9219) -

Program will include an audio/video presentation of
1992 NARS in Review
Don’t miss it

Notes From the President
Bill Denton, WASDWX

This is the spot that's been occupied by Dick,
N5JZY. for the past year. We all appreciate the
time, energy and improvement of our hobby that
Dick contributed while serving as our president. I
hope that I can measure up to the high standard
that he has set.

By way of a little background on me, 1 guess
my introduction to radio occurred as a kid on a
West Texas farm where I used an old broadcast
receiver out of its case to see the tubes glow at
night. I used to tune in anything I could find on
that old set. My favorite was the Grand Old Opry
from Nashville which ironically I found myself
telecasting with NBC the last performance from the
original Opry House in the 1974 Country Music
Awards Show.

Shortly after marrying my lovely wife, Marian,
in 1958 I wound up in the Army at Ft. Devans,
Mass. There I was introduced to morse code by
the Army and amateur radio by a Sergeant who
lived next door. After an overseas tour with Uncle
Sam I returned to the US as WN4AOO and then
WASDWX after moving to Houston where I got a
job with Channel 13 largely because of being a
Ham. Presently I'm Chief Engineer at Spring
Branch ISD’s Instructional Television Dept.

Like many, I was inactive in Ham Radio for
many years while consumed in work and raising a
family. With a borrowed transceiver and a G5RV
antenna 1 tested the water again after 21 years and
behold what came back thru 10 meters was N5QVS
who hooked me with the NARS pitch. Since then
I've found a home on 17 meters where I’ve made
most of my 800+ QSO’s since returning to the air.
I’m a rag chewer who likes to tinker with wire
antennas.

As a member of NARS for just a year ['ve
thoroughly enjoyed my association with the group.
Attending the banquet last year was my first
function. Since then I have participated in many of
the club activities and events including Field Day,
which was my favorite. I was honored to be
elected as the Club’s President and hope to bring
the enthusiasm and dedication necessary to propel
the club to even greater accomplishments.



« » » » PROPAGATION =« » x »
by Roy Hradilek, AD5Q

This is winter. Both 10 and 15 Meters are
closing shortly after sunset, and even 20 1s
closing in the early evening. Since this is also
occurring in the rest of the northern hemisphere,
our morning DX openings to Europe are cut
short. The band closes in Russia before it even
opens for us in the morning, so there is very little
10 Meter propagation to the former USSR. Much
of the day path activity has already moved to 15,
which buys us longer openings and better
propaga-tion at high latitudes. Once the 15
Meter day path closes in late morning, try 20
Meters. You may be surprised to find DX on 20
in mid afternoon. This is the way it will be in
coming years with lower sunspot activity and
lower MUF’s.

In the evening, you may catch the last of the
20 Meter propagation with a path across South
America to the Antarctic. Also watch for long
path signals from Asia. Once 20 closes, it is
time for serious low band work (or TV?).
Signals are stronger on &0 this year, and the 160
Meter season is also an improvement over last
year. This gives us something to look forward to
in the coming years as the fluxes head toward the
low 70’s and 60’s. There will be plenty of DX
activity on 80 through the coming sunspot
bottom.

One problem with low bands is that the east
coast has a much greater advantage over us into
Europe than on the higher bands. In the early
evening, the few DX stations that are copyable
are usually eastern Europeans running high
power. It is important to recognize that these
operators are night owls - operating during
pre-dawn hours, and not during their sunrise
propagation peak. On our end of the path, the
frequency is trashed by hoards of packeteers with
yankee accents (just like on the other bands).
Breaking these pileups is not easy, but if you stay
up past mid-night, the real propagation peak to
Europe occurs. Not only is there more DX
activity, but most of the lids have gone to bed,
leaving the opening to us and the west coast. DX
in westerly directions is best worked during our
own sunrise peak. On most mornings, you will
find several JA’s on 80 - and maybe something
more exotic. Pacific DX-peditions are easy to
work, because they make a point of working
stateside during our sunrise openings. Simply
turn on your radio at sunrise, work a new 30
Meter country, and crawl back into bed. This
trick also works for Pacific expeditions in the
summer. 100 countries on 80 isn’t that hard.

1993 Membership Dues are Due

Please remit "93 dues of $15 per member, $10 for
student member, or $5 for multiple family member
to Paul Frantz, KF5SB at 22911 Wren Lane
Tomball, TX 77375.

Amateur License Exam Results
by Mark Tyler, K5GQ

On December 19th NARS completed its last
license exam session for 1992 giving eight
elements. Two people passed elements resulting in
an upgrade to General for George Taylor.
Congratulations to George on the achievement.

NARS sponsors Amateur Radio license exams
under the ARRL volunter examiner program on the
third Saturday of each month. The examiners and
assistants for the recent session were Mark Tyler,
K5GQ, Calvin White, WF5W, Jay Rubens,
KISMD, Paul Frantz, KF5SB, and Willard
VanDevender, KJ5FN.

NARS Notes .......

NARS treasury ended the 1992 year in the
black with $3508 on balance.

From the Board - Jim Sutherland, N5SBP, will
coordinate public service activities for the Club
this year and will be soliciting leaders for the
events; Van VanDevender, KJSFN, will organize
Elmer efforts to support new Hams; Dick
Rousseau, N5JZY will look after our new
members; the Board would like to find a member
who would coordinate and act as contact for our
activities with Scouts (contact WASDWX).

The ARRL is soliciting nominees for
Instructor of the Year and ARRL Professional
Teacher of the Year awards. If you would like to
offer nominations, please contact the Section Mgr.
Alan Cross, WASUZB, (350-0322) by Jan. 31.

The Dayton Amateur Radio Assoc. is taking
nominations for Amateur of the Year, Special
Achievement, and Technical Excellence awards
until May 15. If you would like to make
nominations, forms are available through Ken
Harlan, KASAKG. The association also offers
scholarships of $2000 each to amateurs across the
country. Contact the above for more information.

Please submit articles for publication in the NARS
News to Ken Harlan, KA5AKG, by the st Friday
of the month.
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NARS MEETS the third Friday of each
month at the Cypress Creek EMS Bidg.
16650 Sugar Pine Lane (beneath the
water tower) which is one block east of
Kuykendahl and two blocks south of
FM 1960. Meeting time: 8:00 P.M.
Eyeball QSO’s : about 7:30 P.M.

NARS BREAKFAST every Saturday 8 AM
at Strack Farms Restraunt, located at
5707 Louetta Rd. - Informal ragchew

NARS

KEN HARLAN, KASAKG
12034 Laneview Dr.
Houston, TX 77070

NARS BOARD OF DIRECTORS

PRESIDENT & BOARD CHAIRMAN
Bill Denton, WASDWX 469-8331

VICE PRESIDENT

Jim Sutherland, N5SBP  353-6696
SECRETARY

Brad Nelson, WD5GNI 370-0934
TREASURER

Jay Rubens, KISMD 393-3023
DIRECTORS

Paul Frantz. KF5SB 351-8930

Dick Rousseau, NSJZY 370-5714

W, VanDevender, KJ5FN 370-0953

NARS BOARD MEETS the second Friday
of each nonth at 7:30 P.M. at the Prince of
Peace Catholic Community at 19222
Tomball Parkway, Houston. All members
are invited to attend.

NARS NETS

NARS RAGCHEW - MONDAY 8:00 P.M.
28.444 MHz (BT, N5QVS)

NARS INFO - WEDNESDAY 8:00 P.M.
146.06 /.66 MHz (Ken, KASAKG)

EMERGENCY NETS

NORTHWEST HARRIS COUNTY ARES
WEDNESDAY 8:30 P.M.

146.06 /.66 MHz (Scott, NSKEU)

Harris County OEM RACES
ALTERNATE SATURDAYS 7:00 p.m.
146.34 /.94 MHz (Inactive)

NARS REPEATERS

2 M - 146.060 / 146.660 MHz
70 cm - 449.375 / 444.375 MHz
Digipeter - 145.07 MHz

Call (W5BKK) Alias (NARS)

FOR NARS INFORMATION CALL
KEN EDINBORGH, W5BKK 376-7660



