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New Digital Communications Developments
Subject of March 18th Meeting

No one disputes that computers and digital data handling is a
very rapidly changing field today. We will be fortunate to have an
expert at our March meeting to give us some insight into what the
status of digital communication is today and what new developments
are coming about. Walter Holmes, WASGAZ, has been involved in
packet, AMTOR, and all those other forms of speeking in digits
since day one and will share his viewpoint of the how things really
are. He hails from Compaq where he also tinkers with these things
during the work day. Rumor is he has been playing with the new kid
on the block, PACTOR.

Whether you are into computers or they just control budget, you
won’t want to miss this interesting discussion of how they are
impacting our hobby. Come early and enjoy a few minutes of
eyeball QSOing before the meeting gets underway.

February Meeting Recap

Bill Devine and Troy Span of Lone Star Marketing gave us
some insite into the battery problems we are so often confronted
with. They most importantly explained the charging proceedure on
NiCads and how to prolong their life. The newest technology,
Nickel Metal Hydride, was described to have some liabilities as well
as benefits, one being high price.

Lone Star Marketing also furnished door prises of a 20 Amp
sealed lead acid 12V battery lugged out by Jim Sutherland, N5SBP,
and a NiCad battery charger won by Jim Clark, NSFIX. A standing
room only crowd was on had for the meeting.

New NARS CW Net to Begin

On March 22, 1993 immediately following the NARS Monday
Evening Ragchew on 10 meters we will have our new CW practice
net at (or about) 28.185 MHz. The code speed will be about 5 wpm
in net check-in and informal QSO format. Van, ABSKK, and Jim,
KB5SGW will be net control. The net call will be:

CQ CQ CQ NARS CW NET CQ CQ CQ NARS CW NET

DE ABSKK AB5KK AB5KK = CHECKINS NW PLS = K
If you are a new Ham, rusty on the key, or just curious, join us for
fun and practice.

NARS Calendar

--- plan now !

Mar. 18 - NARS Noice/Tech
class Session 5 at Prince of

Peace Catholic Community -
7:00 PM

Mar. 12 - Regular monthly
NARS membership meeting at

Cyoress Creek Emergency
Center - 7:30 PM.

Mar. 13 - V.E. License Exam
session at Tomball Community

' Center - 8:30 PM.

Mar. 13 - Tomball Swapfest in
the parking lot across the sireet
from Tomball Community
Center - 10:00 AM following
the Exam session.

Mar. 25 -NARS Noice/Tech
class Session 6 at Prince of

Peace Catholic Community -
7:00 PM

Apr. 9- NARS Directors
meeting - Lakewood Forest
Fund Office - 7:30 PM.

Apr. 16 - Regular monthly
NARS membership meeting at
the Cyoress Creek Emergency
Center - 7:30 PM.

Apr. 17 - Amateur Radio
Serving Children (ARSC)
Outdoor Fair and Special Event
Station at Ronald McDonald
House - Saturday AM.




Ham Radio -- 1932 Style
By Ken Edinborgh, W5BKK

"He Fred, this Hartley Oscillator with the 7 1/2
watt, 210 tube ought to be a lot better than that old
201-A!" "Oh Man! you are right about that
Ken--that transmitter and the new 2-tube regen
receiver that you built will get you solidly on
forty." "Yeah, forty is a good band, especially for
us CW guys." "You know it Ken, and most of us
are on CW--who can afford to build up a plate
modulator?" "No one that I know, Fred--anyway
lets see what this powerhouse will do--so I'm
gonna set the rig near the center of the band,
around 7150 and call CQ. About 10 CQs ought to
do it and sign the call about four times--here
goes." "OK, Fred now I'll tune the receiver up
from the lower edge of the band and see if I get an
answer--hey! there’s our old buddy, Carter,
WSCEZ coming back to us! He seems to be
pretty close to the edge of the band. He's got
more confidence than I have in the calibration of
his transmitter.” "Yeah, you're right Ken--go back
to him and I think you can give him a report of
QSAS R9!--Carter has that new 15-watt 210 I
think, with 600 volts on the plate." "Oh, Fred I
gave him that report and turned it back to him--
hmmm--he only gave me an R7--well I guess that
is the difference in our power, I think I'm
developing a glass fist with this old straight
key--I'm going to sign with Carter-- I'm saving
my allowance for five-dollar, used bug that I have
my eye on. That will stop this sore wrist
business.”

"You know Ken, forty is the only band that is CW
only. Can’t work much DX on it and [ have
wound 20-meter coils for my receiver but just
can’t seem to get the signals up.”

"Me either Fred, [ don’t know what is wrong. I
think my transmitter works OK on twenty. I can
pull an arc about a half-inch long with a pencil
from the tank coil! ['m looking to getting on
80-meter phone in a couple of years when I can
get a good job."

"Ken, you’ve had that end-fed Zepp up there for
about a year. I'll bet those wooden spacers have
gotten pretty well soaked. What do you say we
take them down and boil them in wax again?" I’ll
bet you can get that report up to QSAS R8 or 9!"

"Hey Fred, good idea. Lets do it."

Notes From the President
Bill Denton, WASDWX

I hope everyone is enjoying the nice Spring
weather. I certainly am. A of the flowers are in
bloom, the birds are singing and Marian has me
planting trees and talking about getting her garden
ready for planting. So Spring is here! I just talked
to VE3MWO in Hamilton Ontario. He was telling
me that they had several feet of snow on the
ground and the temperature was mn the low 20’s.
He was envious of our nice warm weather.

It was nice to see such a good attendance at our last
meeting. There were several guests and new
members and I think all that attended enjoyed the
program. My thanks to the folks at Lone Star
Marketing International for putting on a nice
program.

Our Novice Class is moving right along under the
direction of Ken Harlan, KASAKG. Our future
hams are learning the law, Ohms Law that is, and
of course there's dits and dahs too. I think Ken,
Paul, Van and the group are coming along real
well and we'll be seeing some new hams on the air
before long.

My operating on HF has been limited lately due to
a busy schedule at work. I’ve also been trying to
get my new shack finished. I geta chance to get
on every once in a while and make some contacts.
As a matter of fact I worked some 160 last
weekend during the 160 meter SSB contest. Band
conditions were pretty good. I heard stations from
W1 land to W6 including KL7’s. Working all
states on 160 could have been accomplishe d fairly
easily . I talked to one fellow on Saturday who
said that the only state he had not worked was
Hawaii. I think next year I may get a little more
serious in the 160 contest. I have a nice 160 dipole
antenna hanging in the pine trees and get a lot of
nice reports on the band. I just broke a pile-up on
an XA on the first try.

As I mentioned, my new shack is just about
finished. I layed the carpet last weekend and
moved in a couple of days ago. My first contact
from the new location was tonight. It felt strange,
as though I was operating someone else’s rig but
I'll really enjoy it. With this month’s board
meeting at my shack, I'll probably have an open
shack some time.

The folks at Tomball should be happy about their
first tailgate sale. There was some nice equipment
and the usual good stuff. Hope you all plan to
make it after the VE session Saturday. '73
WASDWX.



«+ » + » PROPAGATION =« *  «
by Roy Hradilek, AD5Q

The spring equinox is z(ljpproaching, and the
grey line 1s afigmng itself directly over the pole.

oth hemispheres are getting equal amounts of
sunlight, with a corresponding balance in MUF’s
between north and south. Maximum imbalance
occurs at the extremes of summer and winter.
Polar paths in winter are closed on the high
bands for lack of sun-light, while at the opposite
pole they are burned out with absorbtion from the
constant exposure. Equinox time is good for
DX. This is the best season for worﬁing into the
southern hemisphere on low bands, since summer
QRN levels keep activity down during our
winter. Interest in operat-ing low bands is never
very high in South America.

Night time propagation is returning to 20, and
the band is usually open at least marginally ‘
through the night. These conditions will continue
to improve, and we will soon have our evening
pipeline into Europe and Russia (my favorite path
during contests). This is also a good season for
20 long path, since the Antarctic routes are in
great shape. One path that is often overlooked
on 20 is the afternoon path to the Far East. This
usually means contacts with Japan, but
propagation is excellent to many rare and exotic
countries.

One of these is Spratly, which is due to
activate on March 11th as 9MO0S. The stated
purpose of the operation is to concentrate on
working into the USA by exploiting all
propagation windows, especially long path. This
was the major shortcom-ing of the last operation,
and is a characteristic common to all expeditions
by Romeo (e.g. 1S, YA XZ). He seems to
prefer 10 and 15 Meters, where polar routes are
difficult, and routinely misses the daily pipelines
into the states on 20. If you still need Spratly,

our best shot will be on 20 in late afternoon -
ong path. Operators will include OH2BH and
AA6TT.

Due to the lower flux numbers, conditions on
10 15 are sharply off. Polar openings on 15 are
shorter and less common, and are impossible on
10. During the recent ARRL CW contest, much
of the western US (includ-ing Colorado) NEVER
got a 10 Meter opening into Euroci)e (except skew
Fath). The east coast also seemed effected by the
ower fluxes, as W3LPL only reported 573
contacts on 10. This suggests that they never got
a direct path into Japan. Overall, any deteriora-
tion of solar conditions, whether from lower flux
numbers or disturbed conditions, will exaggerate
the advantage the east coast has during contests.
This is what we have to look forward to in
coming years as sunspot activity drops.

Amateur License Exam Results
by Mark Tyler, KSGQ

Saturday, 21 February eleven applicants took
seventeen elements. Phillip Pilkington advanced to
Extra class and Robert Rogers upgraded to
Advanced. New Technician licensees include
Derrick Darrell, Nicholette Holderrieth, Madison
Jones and Rudolf Novotny. Madison Jones
received element 1A credit, Swpm credit. David
Cain, David Frodin and Harold Merritt received
element 2 credit. Pass rate was 66% on code and
77% pass rate on written. We have received a
new bach of fill in the blank code tape material.

The Northwest Amateur Radio Society, NARS,
sponsors ARRL Amateur Radio license exams
monthly at the Tomball Community Center. This
session’s examiners and assistants include Calvin
White, WRS5W; Mark Conrad, WTSS; Harlan
Moore, KISUG; Jay Rubens, KISMD; W. W.
VanDevender, Jr. ABSKK; Mark Tyler, K5GQ;
and Paul Franz, KB5SB. Each examiner holds an
Amateur Extra Class License. For information on

amateur radio test contact Paul Franz at 351-8930
or Mark Tyler 587-0256.

NARS Notes .......

Amateur Radio Serving Children (ARSC) has
appointed a new operations Mgr for the NW area,
Bill, KB5SIU. They will be holding an Outdoor
Fair with a special event station on Sat. April 17.
If you are interested in operating, please call Bill at
820-2649

For Sale - Kenwood TH21AT 2M handheld
with charger, D-cell holder, belt clip, and case.
This is a IW/300mW thumbwheel radio in good
shape for $90.00. Call Jim, NSFIX at 597-9566.

Sign Up Now For Your NARS
Courtesy Cards

We have a design for membership/courtesy
cards that presents your name, call, and a QSO
strip eith the Club logo. The cost is $8.00 per 100
cards. Call Van, ABSKK, at 370-0953 to order.

NARS

Northwest Amateur Radio Society
Houston, Texas

W. S. VAN DEVENDER
KJS5FN

Tonfirming J50
QSO with 5% uTC RST Mhz Mode
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NARS MEETS the third Friday of each
month at the Cypress Creek EMS Bidg.
16650 Sugar Pine Lane (beneath the
water tower) which is one block east of
Kuykendahl and two blocks south of
FM 1960. Meeting time: 8:00 P.M.
Eyeball QSO’s : about 7:30 P.M.

NARS BREAKFAST every Saturday 8 AM
at Strack Farms Restraunt, located at
5707 Louetta Rd. - Informal ragchew

NARS

KEN HARLAN, KASAKG
12034 Laneview Dr.
Houston, TX 77070

NARS BOARD OF DIRECTORS

PRESIDENT & BOARD CHAIRMAN
Bill Denton, WA5DWX 469-8331

VICE PRESIDENT

Jim Sutherland, N5SBP  353-6696
SECRETARY

Brad Nelson, WDSGNI 370-0934
TREASURER

Jay Rubens, KISMD 393-3023
DIRECTORS

Paul Frantz. KF5SB 351-8930

Dick Rousseau, N5JZY 370-5714

W, VanDevender, KJS5FN 370-0953

NARS BOARD MEETS the second Friday
of each nonth at 7:30 P.M. at the Prince of
Peace Catholic Community at 19222
Tomball Parkway, Houston. All members
are invited to attend.

PAUL FRANTZ KF5SB
22911 WREN LANE
TOMBALL, TX 77375

NARS NETS

NARS RAGCHEW - MONDAY 8:00 P.M.
28.444 MHz (BT, N5QVS)

NARS INFO - WEDNESDAY 8:00 P.M.
146.06 /.66 MHz (Ken, KASAKG)

EMERGENCY NETS

NORTHWEST HARRIS COUNTY ARES
WEDNESDAY 8:30 P.M.

146.06 /.66 MHz (Scott, NSKEU)

CITY OF HOUSTON -

EMERGENCY ANAGEMENT NET
SATURDAY 9:00 AM 146.84(-) MHz
SATURDAY 9:30 AM 3.905 MHz

NARS REPEATERS
2 M - 146.060 / 146.660 MHz
70 cm - 449.375 / 444.375 MHz
Digipeter - 145.07 MHz
Call (W5BKK) Alias (NARS)

FOR NARS INFORMATION CALL
KEN EDINBORGH, W5BKK 376-7660




